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desultory fashion that from first to last the so-called con-
spiracy presented no real danger to those concerned. So much
so that there is even an appearance throughout the affair of
the Protestants having been deliberately led on by the Guises
to make the attempt in order that the latter might be able to
destroy as many of them as possible. Whether this were the
case or not, the attempt was made in a manner most in-
adequate for such an enterprise. A few of the conspirators
were found by the cavalry patrols lurking in a wood near
the castle, a day or two later a larger band were captured;
Conde, who had secretly been head of the plot, deserted his
followers with their consent, and took his place at court as
though he had had no connection with the conspiracy; the
rest of the conspirators, instead of thereupon abandoning the
enterprise, as they would have been wise to do, foolishly
advanced against the castle, though they could never have
expected to take it. Their attack, feebly carried out, was easily
repulsed; in the retreat the greater number of them were taken
prisoners; and the plot collapsed.

The Guises, who headed the Roman Catholic party, by
causing the King to place in their hands the entire civil and
military administration of the kingdom, were not only able
to persecute their religious opponents with impunity, but
could also declare any actions of the latter in retaliation to
be acts of treason against the King. And it was exactly this
making the throne take a side (carrying with it consequences
of this kind), which Catherine, when a year later she came
into power, refused to adopt. But the Guises, being violent
partisans who were determined to root out their opponents,
cared -for no such considerations, and were governed by one
sole aim, that of making their own party triumphant; they
therefore now proceeded to punish all those whom they had
captured, not as heretics, but as persons guilty of treason
against the King. By this means, notwithstanding the King's
decree forbidding any further executions on account of re-